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"The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 



THE REPLY FILED 10 December 2007 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 

1. E The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 

this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31 ; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. The reply must be filed within one of the following 
time periods: 

a) K The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) n The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever Is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(f). 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as 
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2. OThe Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41 .37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41 .37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 
a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth In 37 CFR 41 .37(a). 
AMENDMENTS 

3. 13 The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because 

(a) ^ They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) ED They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) D They are not deemed to place the application In better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the Issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) IZI They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet , (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)). 

4. D The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. n Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): , 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended clalm(s) would be allowable if submitted In a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). 

7. ^ For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) ^ will not be entered, or b) □ will be entered and an explanation of 

how the new or amended claims would be rejected Is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 2-20 . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 

because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e). 

9. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 

entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1). 

10. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry Is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

11. ^ The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 

See Continuation Sheet. 

12. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s). 
13. 13 Other: interview summary 1 1/27/07 . 

L0N6V.LE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1600 
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Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 



Part of Paper No. 20080108 



Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) Application No. 1 0/631 ,351 

Continuation of 3. NOTE: applicants affidavit and reference were submitted after final and would require further consideration. 



Continuation of 1 1 . does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: for the reasons stated in the previous office action 
dated 8 August 2007. 

Applicant argues that the the combination of Ford and Caldwell would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
because previous references in the art suggest that hydrophilic species would bind nonspecifically to a hydrophobic surface and applicant 
discovered unexpected results that the hydrophilic species binds to the hydrophilic macromolecules and not the hydrophobic substrate. 
Applicant submitted the reference by Fan et al. as new evidence to assert the expectation of nonspecific binding of a hydrophilic 
nanoparticle to a hydrophobic substrate, in the prior art. Applicant's argument is not persuasive because Fan et aL teaches increased 
adsorption between a nanoparticle that has been modified to be hydrophobic and a hydrophobic substrate, which does not encompass the 
hydrophilic particle of the instant claims or the combined references of Ford and Caldwell. Since the nanoparticles of Ford are hydrophilic 
and the particles of Fan et al. are modified to be hydrophobic. Fan et al. is not a relevant reference. Furthermore, Fan et al. compares 
adsorption of particles on a hydrophobic substrate compared to the properties of the aqueous fluid containing the particles which is not 
does not provide evidence for nonspecific adsorption of a hydrophilic nanoparticle on a hydrophobic substrate. 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

m Melanie Yu . (3) \(i(L b)o OoU(^^ ^^Cf 
(2) LonaLe . (4) . 

Date of Interview: 27 November 2007 . 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)n Video Conference 

c)l3 Personal [copy given to: applicant 2)0 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)n Yes ejS No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: oL . 

Identification of prior art discussed: kll£^ IA ^ 

Agreement with respect to the claims fj\3 was reached, g)^was not reached. h)n N/A. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. , iny^ 1 i l saJctulLcL I/U^ 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an ^ 
Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner's signature, if required 
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Summaiy of Record of Interview RBqoirements 

TiUe 87 Code ot Federal RegulaUone (OFR) § 1 .1 38 Intovlaws 



37 OTO §« BuBbiBSS to be •""^S'*"®''?- „„mb arlheir attomays or ageiite at UiBPato"' ""f 

The Fomi provides for recordation of the followinfl Information: 

- Application Nuntber (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of Interview 

_ Type of Interview (telephonic, vldeo^onference. or personal) personnel etc.) 

Name of partlolpanKs) (applicant, attorney or agent, eKamlner. other persons eic, 
: SdicaCwL^^^^^^^ aKhlbltwasshownorademonstrationconducted 

- An Identification of (he specific prior art discussed ^ aflreement (may be by 
substance Of the inten/lew. 

2) an Identification Of thedalmsdlsoussBd, . -u ^ 

mia idantincatlon of arfluments need not be ler^lhy or eiaooraie. « ' ^ J , nHnolpal arguments made to the 

the examiner. lonnd 

Examiner to Chech for Accuracy 



